Guidance Notes for the Sustainable Church Flowers Award Scheme

Thank you for your interest in the Sustainable Church Flowers (SCF) Award Scheme. At SCF we
have been encouraging and supporting churches to be more sustainable in their use of flowers
since our inception in 2019. Our Award Scheme offers a structured approach to good practice
and is informed by underpinning research, in conjunction with the University of Surrey who
have funded parts of the scheme. This document sets out the scheme, the relevant terms and
conditions under which it is offered, and details of the criteria for each available Award. Please
read the whole document before applying. It is designed to help and we hope it does.

The SCF General Synod Motion

In February 2026, the General Synod of the Church of England voted to adopt the Principles of
Sustainable Church Flowers set out by the SCF Movement and presented by our Patron, Bishop
Martin Gorrick. You can view a short film the SCF Committee produced and played to Synod
here: www.youtube.com/@sustainablechurchflowers. The successful motion stated:

That this synod:

a) embrace the principles of the Sustainable Church Flowers movement which encourages a
living into the Fifth Mark of Mission by promoting the use of local, seasonal and fully
biodegradable/compostable flowers and foliage.

b) encourage cathedrals, churches and churchyards — wherever possible - to source flowers
and foliage locally and seasonally for use in worship and church life.

c) call on cathedrals, churches and churchyards to eliminate the use of floral foam and all
similar non-biodegradable and non-reusable products and techniques, while rediscovering
traditional and environmentally-friendly methods of presentation and display.

SCF Support for Flower Teams and Places of Worship

With the passing of the SCF Motion, our hope is that every church and all places of worship will
be working towards better practice, which celebrates nature in ways that enhance rather than
damage it. Together we can make a real difference not only to the social and environmental
impacts we have individually and as worshiping communities, but we can also spread the
word. Working towards an SCF Award, sharing your story and displaying your achievements
can also educate the wider public on potential issues with flowers. Together we can support
those in the industry working hard for a sustainable future for flowers and we can increase the
demand for this from all flower growers, sellers and florists.

We offer ongoing support, events nationwide and regularly updated resources via our website -
www.suschurchflowers.com, including a template for passing a SCF Resolution at your place
of worship. You can also sign up for our SCF Newsletter on the homepage. You can follow us by
searching Sustainable Church Flowers on both Facebook and Instagram. We also have a
national network of SCF Florist Ambassadors to help with practical skills and advice, as well as
a network of SCF Clergy Ambassadors to share knowledge and experiences. See the
Ambassador’s page of our website or contact admin@suschurchflowers.com.
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Application Process

There are five steps to our application process. The scheme is designed to encourage continual
improvement, so you can apply to the next level when your sustainable practice develops.

1. Read and sign up: Please read and share the full Guidance Notes with your Flower
Team and clergy or equivalent, drawing on our website resources where helpful. We ask
you to sign up to our SCF Newsletter (see our home) so we can provide you with updates
and ask you to view and share our 7 minute SCF Synod video, linked to above.

2. Discuss donating: SCF is a grassroots volunteer-led movement. We have already
achieved a great deal, but we rely on ad hoc funds and donations to support churches
and our Education Programme. We ask you to discuss with your team and community
the possibility of including a donation to SCF as part of your application to help us.

3. Apply: Then complete your online application here or via the link on our website and
make your relevant payment. We have kept costs to a minimum so the basic fee is only
£10. For an SCF plaque itis £50 including p&p, or £100+ to include your fee, plaque,
p&p and an SCF donation. Pay: Parochial Church Lower Sapey, Sort code: 52-10-23,
Account no: 0220 5424, Using Ref: SCFP [and your church name]. e.g.SCFP St Johns.

4. Confirm: Email (using SCF Plaque and your church’s name as the title) to
SCFadminkatet@gmail.com to confirm submission and the amount you have paid. You
can attach up to 5 photos to support your application, ones you consent for us to use.

5. Results: We will review your application and write to confirm the outcome. If a plaque
has been ordered, this will be sent with our congratulations. Please confirm it arrives
and we would welcome photos of your team displaying it to help spread the word.

SCF Scheme Terms and Conditions

e Thisis avoluntary scheme, designed to encourage and support good practice, so it
primarily relies on places of worship being transparent in their self-reporting.

e Arecord of each application, award and date awarded will be kept by SCF and may be used
for promoting the work of SCF, funding bids and research we are involved in. Your
application lead is responsible for updating us on any changes to contact details.

e Places of worship who successfully receive an award are expected to maintain adherence
to their award criteria and to make an annual commitment to doing so, such as at an APCC.

e If an application fails, a lower Award may be offered or a refund for any plaque purchased.

e Duetoits nature, the SCF Scheme is not formally audited, however Ambassadors are
encouraged to visit awardees at any time to confirm appropriate practice and support.

e Ifany practices contravening the award achieved is reported to SCF by anyone, we will
contact the applicant with a supportive approach to rectifying issues, where possible.

e This scheme has been informed by the latest research, and we reserve the right to amend
the criteria or fees. Awardees will be notified of any changes via our newsletter and website.

e Inthe unlikely event of circumstances demanding it, SCF reserve the right to withdraw the
scheme. Awardees would be given as much notice as possible if this were to happen.
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The Criteria

SCF Supporter

SCF Advocate

SCF Champion

To be committed to the SCF Principles, so:

a. The Flower Team are working towards using
seasonal flowers locally sourced, or where needed,
nationally grown or with a low carbon footprint.

b. The Flower Team are working towards using
natural/reusable techniques for flower display,
without floral foam.

c. Those holding events or bringing flowers into the
building or graveyard are starting to be encouraged to
adhere to the SCF sourcing and display Principles.

To be working on enacting the SCF Principles, so:

a. The Flower Team mostly use seasonal flowers
locally sourced, or where needed, nationally
grown or with a low carbon footprint.

b. The Flower Team only uses natural/reusable
techniques for flower display, without floral foam.

c. Those holding events or bringing flowers into the
building or graveyard are actively encouraged to
adhere to the SCF sourcing and display Principles.

To have enacted the SCF Principles, so:

a. The Flower Team only uses seasonal flowers
locally sourced, or where needed, nationally grown
or with a low carbon footprint.

b. The Flower Team only uses natural/reusable
techniques for flower display, without floral foam.

c. Those holding events or bringing flowers into the
building or graveyard are strongly encouraged or
required to adhere to the SCF sourcing and display
Principles.

Commit to reviewing on an annual basis that your
place of worship still adheres to the requirements of
your SCF Award (Supporter, Advocate or Champion),
such as through a standing item at a Parish APCC or
equivalent. This includes actively reviewing the
current SCF criteria and terms and conditions in case
of updates.

Commit to reviewing on an annual basis that your
place of worship still adheres to the requirements
of your SCF Award (Supporter, Advocate or
Champion), such as through a standing item at a
Parish APCC or equivalent. This includes actively
reviewing the current SCF criteria and terms and
conditions in case of updates.

Commit to reviewing on an annual basis that your
place of worship still adheres to the requirements
of your SCF Award (Supporter, Advocate or
Champion), such as through a standing item at a
Parish APCC or equivalent. This includes actively
reviewing the current SCF criteria and terms and
conditions in case of updates.

As a place of worship to have attempted to
formally pass the SCF Resolution at Parish level
(PCC) or equivalent, where this is applicable.

As a place of worship to have formally passed the
SCF Resolution at Parish level (PCC) or equivalent,
where this is applicable.

As a place of worship to regularly be pro-active in
sharing the SCF Principles and educating others on
sustainability issues and practices, and actively
support others wanting to make changes.
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